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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Founded in 1759 and incorporated in 1878, Windsor is one of the oldest towns in Nova Scotia.
Unfortunately, many of the town's earliest buildings were destroyed by two fires—one in 1897 and
the other in 1924. The rebuilding process occurred rapidly after 1897, and today, the majority of the
historic buildings in Windsor date from between 1897 and 1920. 

As many of these buildings pass their 100-year anniversary and the need for renovations and
alterations grows, it is important to ensure that the original architectural features are maintained.
New infill development should also be carefully designed so the historic character of the area is not
lost.

The Town of Windsor Architectural Design Manual sets out a series of architectural design
requirements for new construction, as well as for alterations and additions to existing structures,
within the Architectural Control Districts. The requirements are intended to preserve the historic
character of the Districts by regulating important elements of architectural design such as building
style, orientation on the lot, building height, roof pitch and windows. The design requirements apply
only to the exterior portions of a building which are visible from the street; i.e., the public façade.
In the Architectural Design Manual, the term "public façade" is used to refer to the portion of the
building that fronts a street. The requirements will not apply to the rear or interior of a building. 

The Manual contains mandatory requirements which must be satisfied to obtain development and
building permits. The Manual also includes guidelines which are advisory in nature and are
intended to offer ideas on design and development so the design approach taken is consistent with
the architectural style and character of the area.

Any existing building features that do not comply are not affected and property owners will not have
to change them to meet the regulations.

The following criteria were used to select districts of historic importance:

• Are the boundaries of the district easily definable? Is the district visually distinct?

• Does the district play an important role in the history of Windsor?

• Does the district contain structures of unique architectural significance in the Town

of Windsor?

• Does the district contain a high percentage of pre-1930 structures?

• Are the structures in the district in good condition and do they accurately reflect the

style of the original architecture?

• Are there important figures associated with the district?

Based on these criteria, three Architectural Control Districts have been identified: Ferry Hill, Central
Residential and Town Centre. While the Ferry Hill and Central Residential Districts are mainly
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residential areas, the Town Centre District applies to commercial and mixed use buildings in the
Central Business District.

1.1 Ferry Hill Architectural Control District

The Ferry Hill Architectural Control District covers the area between Avon Street and the former
Dominion Atlantic Railway line as shown on Map ‘A’.

Ferry Hill was named in the early 1760s after the ferry that began operating across the Avon River
from the bottom of the hill, then the Haliburton Estate, to Falmouth. The initial development of the
area occurred between 1833 and 1880. As a high point of land, Ferry Hill stands out geographically
from its surrounding area. Because of its location—with a steep embankment leading down to the
Avon River on one side and the railway on the other—the Ferry Hill area was somewhat isolated
from the rest of town and managed to survive the fires. As a result, Ferry Hill has the largest
concentration of pre-1897 homes in the town and is of great historic significance. The area has
remained relatively unchanged, although there have been one or two examples of new infill housing
which show little sensitivity to the architecture or character of the surrounding homes. Several of
the larger houses have been converted to multiple units. The Ferry Hill area, with its abundance of
late Victorian homes, represents a rich resource for the town. Ferry Hill has been fortunate in that
none of the historic homes has been replaced by newer, architecturally unsympathetic, buildings.

There are currently 32 houses in Ferry Hill, 16 of which survived the Great Fire of 1897. The oldest
Ferry Hill homes are 293 Avon Street, built in 1856, and the Blanchard House at 48 Chestnut
Street, built in 1861. The majority of the pre-1930 buildings in the District are well maintained and
some have successfully kept their original clapboard and other architectural features. For example,
the clapboard and the porch railing of the 102-year-old 42 Cedar Street are both original features.
Although additions to some homes have been constructed, they are in keeping with the original
architecture and most have been located at the rear of the buildings. 

There are a number of properties in the Ferry Hill Architectural Control District which exhibit unique
architectural styles uncommon in the Town of Windsor. The large Italianate home located at 16
Chestnut Street is a rare example of that style, as is the Georgian Federal located at 65 Chestnut
Street. The Blanchard House, 48 Chestnut Street, is a rare example of a New England Colonial
(Federal) style, not common in the Town of Windsor or in Nova Scotia.

Among the original owners of these historic homes were the following notable Windsor figures:
James P. Pellow, Clifford Shand, A.P. Shand, Fred A. Shand, Mark Curry, William H. Blanchard,
Aubrey Blanchard and Bennett Smith.

1.2 Central Residential Architectural Control District

The Central Residential Architectural Control District applies to the core residential area of Windsor
as shown on Map ‘A’. Many of the homes in this District date from the 1880s to the early 1900s.
These homes show elements of the plain Greek Revival architectural style including a simple
building footprint, little decoration and a gable roof which runs perpendicular to the street line. The
popularity of this style is certainly related to the need to quickly rebuild after the fires of 1897 and
1924.  Indeed, Wagner's Court includes several examples of relief housing which was constructed
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after the 1897 fire. Like the Ferry Hill Architectural Control District, some of the larger buildings in
the Central Residential District have been converted to multiple unit structures. While there is little
vacant land in the District, Windsor Town Council remains concerned about the preservation of the
architectural heritage and feels that new development and redevelopment of existing structures
should be sensitive to the overall architectural character of the District.

1.3 Town Centre Architectural Control District

The Town Centre Architectural Control District applies to the commercial area extending west of
Victoria Street between Stannus Street and King Street as well as both sides of Water Street from
King Street to the Avon River Bridge (see Map ‘A’). The nature of the Town Centre has changed
significantly over the last thirty years. Former downtown staples including Stedman's, Sobey's, IGA,
and Wilcox's Home Hardware have given way to other businesses. The Windsor Mall, built in the
early 1970s, replaced several older buildings. In addition, some building façades have been altered
over the years. At the same time, the Town of Windsor has made significant efforts in creating a
pedestrian friendly atmosphere in the downtown area.

The Architectural Design Manual limits changes to existing buildings and construction of new
buildings which are not in keeping with the traditional downtown Windsor streetscape. The existing
streetscape consists mainly of small-scale buildings, less than three storeys in height, which have
a close connection to the street with large display windows. Most buildings have additional
commercial or residential space on the upper floors. In addition, in some areas there are public and
private connectors which allow for pedestrian access to adjacent parking areas and the waterfront.
It is the feeling of Council that elements of the building scale, architectural style and pedestrian
connectivity make Windsor's downtown unique and these elements should be preserved, enhanced
and promoted.
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2.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS
2.1 Relationship to the Land Use By-law

This Architectural Design Manual is adopted as a schedule to and forms a part of the Town of
Windsor Land Use By-law. Within the Architectural Control Districts, the requirements herein shall
apply in addition to all other requirements of the Town of Windsor Land Use By-law. Where there
is conflict, the provisions of the Architectural Design Manual shall take precedence.

2.2 Application for a Development Permit

2.2.1 In addition to all other requirements of the Town of Windsor Land Use By-law, every
application for a Development Permit for a development located in an Architectural
Control District shall be accompanied by the following:

(a) for new buildings:
(i) building plans and elevation drawings; and
(ii) a description of the type and dimensions, if applicable, of building

materials to be used for the exterior of the building, including, but not
limited to, roof, cladding, windows, doors and trim;

(b) for alterations or additions to existing buildings:
(i) current photograph(s) of the existing building;
(ii) a description of the project;
(iii) a description of the type and dimensions, if applicable, of building

materials to be used for the exterior of the building including, but not
limited to, roof, cladding, windows, doors and trim; and

(iv) where the Development Officer deems necessary, building plans and
elevation drawings.

2.2.2 In addition to the items specified in Section 2.2.1, the Development Officer may
require the submission of photographic examples, sketches or manufacturer’s
brochures sufficient to illustrate the proposed project or materials to be used.

2.3 Development by Development Agreement

Where developments within the Architectural Control Districts are to be considered by development
agreement in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Town of Windsor Municipal Planning
Strategy, the Architectural Design Manual will be used by Council as a reference guide for the
design review of such projects.

2.4 Unintentional Destruction of Conforming Structures

If a building in the Ferry Hill, Central Residential or Town Centre Architectural Control Districts,
which conformed to the style of the District, is unintentionally destroyed by fire or otherwise, any
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new building will be subject to the requirements for new construction set out in Sections 3.1 or 4.0,
as well as the requirements of the Municipal Planning Strategy and Land Use By-law. 

2.5 Intentional Demolition of Existing Structures

In cases where a building in the Ferry Hill, Central Residential or Town Centre Architectural Control
Districts is intentionally demolished, whether it conformed to the style of the District or not, any new
proposed building will be subject to the requirements for new construction as set out in Sections
3.1 or 4.0, as well as the requirements of the Municipal Planning Strategy and Land Use By-law.
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3.0 FERRY HILL AND CENTRAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS
3.1 New Construction

The public façade(s) of new buildings constructed in the Ferry Hill and Central Residential
Architectural Control Districts shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the following:

3.1.1 Architectural Style

A    B 

C    D 

E    F 

G 

Late 1800s and early 1900s Victorian styles
predominate in the Ferry Hill and Central
Residential Architectural Control Districts. It is
not intended that new buildings strictly replicate
historic styles; however, new construction must
be designed with sensitivity to nearby historic
buildings. New buildings which are
custom-designed and compatible with the
architectural style of neighbouring buildings are
preferred over standard modern designs that
can be seen anywhere.

• Buildings shall be designed and
constructed in an architectural style which
reflects and responds to the historical style
of the Architectural Control District.

• Building design should reflect
characteristics of one of the following
architectural styles (see Appendix ‘A’):

• New England Colonial/Federal (Figure A)
• Greek Revival (Figure B)
• Modified Gothic (Figure C)
• Italianate (Figure D)
• Second Empire (Figure E)
• Queen Anne Revival (Figure F)
• Four Square (Figure G)



Town of Windsor Architectural Design Manual
Page 7

3.1.2 Façade Design

Façade elements such as doors, windows and
dormers of houses in the Ferry Hill and Central
Residential Architectural Control Districts tend to be
aligned in a regular pattern which does not
overwhelm the building façades.

The public façade(s) shall be designed with
reference to the following factors:
(a) window to wall area ratio: the area of the

public façade occupied by window and door
openings shall be no greater than 25
percent, excluding sunrooms and sun
porches; and

(b) rhythm and alignment: windows and doors
shall be arranged in a simple rhythmic
pattern, and should be aligned both
vertically and horizontally. Where small
dormers are set in a roof, they should be
aligned with window or door openings in the
façade below.

3.1.3 Height
The existing buildings in the both the Ferry Hill and
Central Residential Architectural Control Districts
range in height from 1 to 2½ storeys, with the
majority being between 1½ and 2½ storeys. Modern
one-storey ranch and bungalow styles are not
characteristic.

• Building height shall be between 1½ and
2½ storeys.

• Height lines of adjacent structures should
be respected. A common height line should
be selected so that the new building blends
into the existing streetscape.
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3.1.4 Proportion and Orientation
The majority of the traditional building styles in the
Ferry Hill and Central Residential Architectural
Control Districts have a general width to length ratio
of 1:2 and are constructed with their long axis
perpendicular to the street. Other traditional styles
more closely resemble a width to length ratio of 1:1.
Regardless of architectural style, the Town of
Windsor discourages new buildings being oriented
with their long axis parallel to the street.

• Buildings shall have a width to length ratio
no greater than 1:2.

• Buildings shall not be constructed with
their long axis parallel to the street.

• Notwithstanding the foregoing, multiple unit
residential and institutional buildings may
be constructed with their long axis parallel
to the street provided the design
incorporates an articulated façade or other
architectural elements which appear to
break the building into parts.

3.1.5 Setbacks
The building setbacks in the Ferry Hill and Central
Residential Architectural Control Districts range
from 10 to 30 feet (3 to 9 meters). Each streetscape
has an average common front yard setback which
contributes to the "feel" of the Architectural Control
District.

• The front yard shall be equal to or an
average of the front yards of neighbouring
buildings on the same block, provided that
the front yard is at least 10 ft (3.05 m) and
no more than 30 ft (9.14 m).



Town of Windsor Architectural Design Manual
Page 9

3.1.6 Roof Pitch and Style

The majority of the houses in the Architectural
Control Districts have steeply pitched roofs and
exhibit gable roof styles, with a few examples of
hipped and mansard roofs.

• Roof pitch shall be medium to steep, with
a minimum roof pitch of 8:12.

• One, or a combination, of the following roof
styles shall be used:
(a) gable
(b) hipped
(c) mansard

3.1.7 Windows

Houses in the Ferry Hill and Central Residential
Architectural Control Districts are characterized by
vertical elements, rather than horizontal. Vertically
oriented windows and steeply pitched roofs are
typical. Horizontally oriented windows are not
characteristic.

• Windows on the public façade shall be vertically
oriented in the façade and should be vertical
sliding sash.

• Horizontally proportioned slider windows, picture
windows and curved bow windows shall not be
permitted on public façades.



Town of Windsor Architectural Design Manual
Page 10

3.1.8 Dormers

Generally houses in the Architectural Control
Districts favour two or three small dormers rather
than large shed dormers.

• No building shall have more than three dormers
per roof side.

• Large shed dormers shall not be permitted.
Smaller dormers are preferred.

• The following dormer styles are typical of
existing houses and are preferred:
(a) Gable style (Figures A and B)
(b) Gothic (Figure C)
(c) Hipped (Figure D)
(d) Scottish (5-sided) (Figure E)

3.1.9 Cladding
The majority of the homes in the Ferry Hill and
Central Residential Architectural Control Districts
have wood cladding. The average width of the
clapboard ranges between 5 ½ and 6 inches (13.97
to 15.24 cm). Because of the overlap, the actual
exposure of cladding is between 3 ¾ and 4¼ inches
(9.52 to 11.43 cm). In some instances aluminum or
vinyl siding has been added, but where the original
trim has been maintained, it does not detract from
the historic character of the building or the
Architectural Control District. Most of the houses in
the Architectural Control Districts are painted or
sided, rather than stained, and few of the homes are
of brick or mortar construction.

• Exterior cladding shall be horizontally aligned
clapboard or wood shingling having a maximum
exposure of 4½ in (11.43 cm), or double 4½ in
(11.43 cm) siding, except where the building
style is Modified Gothic in which case vertical
board and batten cladding may be used.

• Wood-coloured wood stains shall not be used
on buildings with wood cladding.
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3.1.10 Trim 
Historic building styles are often defined by their trim
alone, thus making trim an important architectural
feature. Buildings in the Ferry Hill and Central
Residential Architectural Control Districts exhibit a
range of plain to elaborate wooden trims. The Town
of Windsor encourages decorative window and door
trims, corner boards, frieze boards, cornices,
brackets and the like on new buildings. Decorative
details can contribute greatly to the overall character
of the building.

• At a minimum, corner boards and trims around
windows and doors shall be required. 

• All trims shall have at least a 4 in (10.16 cm)
width. The use of wider trim boards along with
more elaborate trim treatments is encouraged.

3.1.11 Porches, Porticos and Verandas

Building styles which incorporate verandas and
porches are typical of the Ferry Hill and Central
Residential Architectural Control Districts. For
example, Greek Revival homes commonly have a
front veranda or porch which spans the width of the
public façade. Larger homes of Four Square or
Queen Anne styles tend to have larger verandas
that extend along more than one side of the
building. Contemporary railing designs which
emphasize diagonal or horizontal elements are not
characteristic.

• Verandas and porches shall not have a width
greater than the public façade of a building
except where larger verandas are typical of the
architectural style.

• Railings and staircases on verandas and
porches shall be constructed with an upper and
lower railing, vertical balusters and capped end
posts.
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3.1.12 Exterior Staircases and Fences
Exterior fire escape staircases have been added to
a number of the multiple dwelling buildings in the
Architectural Control Districts. These staircases, in
general, have been located at the rear of the
building and do not detract from the architectural
style of the public façade. Some properties have
fences in their front yards. Where traditional styles
such as picket fences have been used they add to
the character of the homes.

• Exterior staircases shall not be permitted on
the public façade of a building except for steps
associated with a porch, veranda, portico or
entranceway.

• Chain link or plastic fences shall not be
permitted in front yards.

3.1.13 Barrier-Free Access
In some buildings, it may be necessary to provide
ramps to allow for barrier-free access. Nothing in
this Manual is intended to prohibit a property owner
from providing such barrier-free access.

• Where possible, barrier-free access ramps
should be provided at the side or rear of
buildings.

• When a ramp must be located at the front of a
building, its design shall include railings with
vertical balusters and capped end posts.

3.2 Additions or Alterations

Turn of the century houses were both well designed and well constructed. The detailing in these early homes
is extensive and many steps were taken in the original architectural design to protect the decorative features
from the elements. It is the detailing in these Victorian homes that contributes most to their historical value and
style.

The requirements of this section apply to existing buildings in the Ferry Hill and Central Residential
Architectural Control Districts. The objective is to preserve original architectural features and to
ensure that any additions or alterations are sensitive to the style and character of the original
structure and neighbouring buildings. Therefore, any and all alterations or additions to the public
façade of buildings within the Ferry Hill and Central Residential Architectural Control Districts shall
be designed and constructed in accordance with the following:
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3.2.1 Architectural Style
• At a minimum, building style shall comply with

3.1.1.

• No alteration or addition shall exceed the height
of the principal structure. 

• The area of any addition shall not exceed the
existing area of the principal structure.

3.2.2 Roof Pitch and Style

Roof style is one of the main defining characteristics
of architectural style. Unsympathetic alterations or
additions to the original roof pitch or style can
negatively affect the entire character of the building.

• The original roof style shall not be altered in a
manner which is incompatible with the
architectural style of the building.

• Any addition constructed on a public façade
should have a roof shape and roof pitch which is
similar to the principal structure.

3.2.3 Window Alterations
Most windows found in the Architectural Control
Districts are vertically oriented. Horizontally oriented
windows are not characteristic. There are, however,
several examples of Craftsman style architecture in
Ferry Hill which have horizontal windows more
typical of that architectural style.

• Where original windows are to be replaced or
altered, the new windows shall have
proportions the same as or similar to the original
windows, and shall not alter the established
window pattern in the façade in terms of visual
balance or directional emphasis. 

• Where original windows have been altered in
size and/or shape, owners are encouraged to
replace them with traditional windows which are
more in keeping with the architectural style of
the building.

• Traditional windows shall not be replaced by
picture windows or horizontal sliders.
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3.2.4 Windows on Additions
To maintain continuity throughout a building, it is
important to continue the pattern and orientation of
windows onto any new additions.

• Windows on additions shall have proportions
and alignment which complement the existing
windows on the principal structure.

• At a minimum, window orientation and style
shall comply with 3.1.7. There are, however, a
few cases where the original window orientation
is horizontal rather than vertical. In such cases,
the above regulation shall not apply.

3.2.5 Skylights
Skylights and solar panels are not considered to be
complementary to the style of homes located in the
Ferry Hill and Central Residential Architectural
Control Districts.

• Skylights and solar panels are not encouraged
in the public façade.

• Bubble skylights shall not be permitted in the
public façade.

3.2.6 Dormers
Roof style is an important architectural
characteristic. Dormers play an important part in the
roof style. The existing dormers in the Ferry Hill and
Central Residential Architectural Control Districts
tend to be quite small and do not detract from the
roof style.

• New dormers shall not substantially alter the
established shape or form of the roof. Where
small dormers are set in a roof, they should be
aligned with window or door openings in the
façade below.

• The requirements for dormers as contained in
3.1.8 shall apply.
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3.2.7 Doors
The buildings in the Architectural Control Districts
generally have one front entrance, a single door.
Double patio doors or sliding doors at the front of
the house are not characteristic. Expanding a door
frame in the public façade to include double doors
or sliding doors is not permitted.

• Where an existing door is to be replaced, the
dimensions of the new door shall be reasonably
consistent with the dimensions of the original
door. 

• Double patio doors or sliding doors shall not be
permitted on the public façade.

3.2.8 Replacement of Cladding Materials
• The requirements for cladding in 3.1.9 shall

apply, except that existing buildings with brick or
masonry cladding may replace it with the same
or similar material.

3.2.9 Cladding and Trim on Additions

• The cladding on an addition shall match the
cladding on the principal structure and should
have the same overlap.

• The trim on an addition shall be of similar width
and style as the trim on the principal structure.

• The requirements for trim as contained in 3.1.10
shall also apply.
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3.2.10 Trim Alterations
Trim is one of the most important characteristics of
historic buildings as it is often the single defining
feature of building age and style. Many buildings in
the Architectural Control Districts still have their
original wooden trims, corner boards and frieze
boards. These features are characteristic of
Victorian style homes and should be preserved
where possible.

• Existing historical trim such as corner boards,
frieze boards, baseboards, window and door
trim, brackets, dentils, etc., shall be retained,
except where it has passed the point of repair.

• Where trim cannot be repaired and is to be
removed, new trim shall be replaced in
accordance with the regulations contained in
3.1.10.

3.2.11 Porches, Porticos and Verandas
The majority of the porches, verandas and porticos
in the Architectural Control District were built at the
time of the original building. Any new structure built
on the public façade will dramatically affect the
appearance of the building. It is important to build
porches or verandas in a traditional style so as not
to detract from the original architectural style of the
primary structure. Modern porch, deck and veranda
styles are not appropriate for the public façade of
any building.

• New or replacement porches, porticos and
verandas shall be designed and constructed in
a manner which reflects the historical style of
the main structure and/or the surrounding
structures or is historically documented through
photographs.

• At a minimum, porches, porticos and verandas
shall comply with 3.1.11.

3.2.12 Exterior Staircases and Fences
• Any exterior staircases and fences shall comply

with 3.1.12.
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3.2.13 Barrier-Free Access
In some buildings, it may be necessary to enlarge
doorways and provide ramps to allow for barrier-free
access. Nothing in this Manual is intended to
prohibit a property owner from providing such
barrier-free accesses.

• The requirements of 3.1.13 shall apply.

• The requirements for door dimensions set out in
3.2.6 shall be waived when the increased door
size is required to provide barrier-free access.

3.3 Non-Conforming Buildings

A number of buildings in the Architectural Control Districts do not exhibit characteristic architectural
features, either because they were built later or because they have been extensively altered. These
buildings are listed as non-conforming structures in Table 1. Although the Town encourages the
owners of such buildings to design any alterations or additions in a style which respects the historic
nature of neighbouring structures, as-of-right alterations or additions will not be required to comply
with the Architectural Design Manual.

Table 1 Non-Conforming Structures in the Central Residential and Ferry Hill Districts

Civic Address PID Style

175 Albert St 45058278 Bungalow

415 Avon St 45048295 Bungalow

30 Cedar St 45240421 Modern Duplex

32 Cedar St 45240439 Modern Duplex

111 Gray St/158 Stannus
St

45058476 Modern multiple unit building

123 Gray St 45058468 Small local commercial

175 Gray St 45058377 Modern multiple unit building

370 Hawthorne St 45048345 Bungalow

207 Munro St 45241700 Modern Semi-detached

209 Munro St 45282365 Modern Semi-detached

208 Stannus St 45236973 Bungalow

122 Victoria St 45241734 Modified Ranch (residential care facility)
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3.3.1 As-of-right alterations and additions to existing buildings, as listed in Table 1, which
do not conform to the architectural style of the Architectural Control Districts shall
be exempt from Section 3.2 of this Manual.

Developments involving the conversion of an existing non-conforming building to a multiple
residential, institutional, commercial or industrial use will be considered by Council through a
development agreement or Land Use By-law amendment in accordance with the relevant policies
of the Municipal Planning Strategy. It may be impossible to comply with all aspects of the
Architectural Design Manual when converting an existing non-conforming building; however,
Council will use the Architectural Design Manual as a reference guide for the design review of such
projects.

3.3.2 Developments involving the conversion of an existing non-conforming building
(listed in Table 1) to a multiple residential, institutional, commercial or industrial use
shall be designed in a manner that is reasonably consistent with the Architectural
Design Manual.

The Municipal Government Act allows for special provisions in cases of fire or damage to a
non-conforming building. Council does not wish to create undue costs for a building owner who has
lost a home in such circumstances. 

3.3.3 In the case of a non-conforming building listed in Table 1 being destroyed by fire or
other damage, as described in the Municipal Government Act (Part 239 (1) a), the
owner will not be required to build according to the requirements for new buildings
as contained in Section 3.1 but may rebuild the structure provided the public façade
is substantially the same as before. If the owner wishes to construct a building of a
different style than the original structure, the requirements of Section 3.1 must be
met.

3.4 New Accessory Structures

3.4.1 In the Ferry Hill and Central Residential Architectural Control Districts, cladding
materials on new accessory buildings greater than 200 ft2 (18.58 m2) in total area
shall match the principal structure.
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4.0 TOWN CENTRE DISTRICT
4.1 New Construction, Alterations and Additions

The public façade(s) of new buildings and any and all alterations or additions to the public façade
of existing buildings within the Town Centre Architectural Control District shall be designed and
constructed in accordance with the following:

4.1.1 Architectural Style
Most commercial buildings in the Town Centre
Architectural Control District reflect the storefront
construction typical of the early 1900s. The
buildings have large display windows and relatively
short façade widths of 23 to 26 ft (7 to 8 meters).
Most buildings are two to three storeys with
mouldings and cornices which align with adjacent
buildings to form a unified streetscape along Gerrish
and Water Streets. The smaller-scale buildings built
to the property line contribute to creating a
pedestrian scale in the Town Centre. The
architectural controls in this Manual are intended to
encourage the design of new buildings and
renovations which maintain the existing scale and
visual continuity of the Town Centre. It is not
intended that new buildings be constructed to
replicate historic buildings precisely, but they should
use visual elements (windows, cladding, trim) and
building forms (roof style, orientation, proportion,
setbacks) which complement the existing
streetscape. 

• Buildings shall be designed and
constructed in an architectural style which
reflects and responds to the style of the
Architectural Control District (see Appendix
‘B’).

• In particular, the public façade(s) on any
new building or addition or alteration to an
existing building shall be designed with
reference to the following factors:
(a) the common height and setback

lines created by adjacent buildings;
(b) the width of the façade and fit with

adjacent buildings; and
(c) the use of architectural details

which reflect the traditional
streetscape of the Town Centre.
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• Property owners are encouraged to
renovate existing structures to maintain and
enhance the architectural qualities of the
building and the Town Centre Architectural
Control District.

Some buildings in the Town Centre Architectural
Control District are residential buildings, a number
of which have been converted to serve a
commercial purpose. The architectural style of these
buildings does not lend itself to conversion to the
traditional storefront style.

• Alterations to residential style buildings in
the Town Centre Architectural Control
District shall conform to the requirements
for the Ferry Hill and Central Residential
Architectural Control Districts as set out in
Part 3.0.

4.1.2 Proportion and Orientation
• New buildings shall not be constructed

with their long axis parallel to the street
except where the design incorporates an
articulated façade or other architectural
elements which create the appearance of
the traditional short façade width.

4.1.3 Setbacks
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Most buildings in the Town Centre are constructed
at the property line. This allows each building to
have a close connection with the sidewalk and the
street and gives the area a downtown feel.

• New buildings shall have a front yard which
is equal to or an average of the front yards
of the neighbouring buildings on the same
block. In most cases the building should be
built to the front lot line of the property.

• New buildings or additions to existing
buildings should not create unusable space
in the side yards which cannot be
landscaped or maintained.

4.1.4 Height
• New buildings and additions to existing

buildings shall be between two and three
storeys in height.

• New buildings and additions to existing
buildings should respect the height lines of
adjacent structures. Maintaining common
roof, eave, parapet and cornice lines with
adjacent buildings will help to ensure that
the new building blends into the existing
streetscape.
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4.1.5 Windows
Large display windows at street level contribute to
the overall feel of the downtown area and are typical
of commercial buildings in the Town Centre. Upper
level windows are vertically oriented and often
feature architectural detailing such as lintels or
arches.

• New buildings and additions to existing
buildings in the Town Centre shall include
large display windows at the street level.

• Alterations to existing buildings in the Town
Centre shall preserve the large display
windows at the street level.

• Windows on the upper levels shall be
vertically-proportioned with at least two
sashes, trim and sills.

• Horizontally proportioned slider windows,
picture windows, outward opening windows
and curved bow windows shall not be
permitted on the upper level of building
façades in the Town Centre.
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4.1.6 Cladding and Trim
Windsor's Town Centre has a variety of cladding
material including brick and clapboard. In some
cases the original cladding has been covered by
plywood or modern siding. The replacement of
such materials with traditional materials will be
encouraged.

• Cladding on new buildings or replacement
cladding on existing buildings shall be: 
(a) horizontally aligned clapboard,

wood shingling or double 4 ½ in
(11.43 cm) vinyl siding; or

(b) brick/masonry.

• The cladding on an addition shall match
the cladding on the principal structure and
should have the same overlap.

• The trim on an addition shall be of similar
width and style as the trim on the principal
structure.

4.1.7 Fire Escapes
• Fire escapes shall be located to the side or

rear of the structure.

• Where fire escapes are located at the side
and are visible from the street, the style
should reflect the heritage character of the
Architectural Control District.
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4.1.8 Ventilation Ducts and Mechanical Equipment
Ducts and mechanical equipment add clutter and
detract from the architectural heritage of the Town
Centre Architectural Control District. Where
possible, property owners will be encouraged to
relocate such equipment during renovation projects.

• Ventilation ducts and air conditioning or any
other mechanical equipment shall not be
located on the public façade of any building
in the Town Centre.

• Such ducts and mechanical equipment
shall be located on the rear portion of the
roof or on the rear or side façades of
buildings in the Town Centre in such a way
that they are not visible from the street
level.

4.1.9 Satellite Dishes
Satellite and communication dishes are not
considered appropriate for the public façade of
buildings in downtown Windsor.

• Satellite dishes shall not be permitted on
the public façade of any building in the
Town Centre Architectural Control District.
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4.2 Signage and Awnings

4.2.1 Signage
• Signage should complement and

emphasize the architectural qualities of the
building through style, size and location.

• Painted wooden or metal signs and carved
wooden signs shall be encouraged in the
Town Centre Architectural Control District.
Mobile signs and signs made of formed
plastic or which include back-lit or flashing
elements shall not be permitted.

• Signage on an awning or in a storefront
window shall not exceed 20 percent of the
awning or window or 8 ft2 (0.74 m2),
whichever is less.
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4.2.2 Awnings
Well-maintained awnings can add to the overall look
of the buildings in the Town Centre. Some awnings
in the Town Centre are constructed of plywood; this
is not considered suitable.

• Awnings shall not obscure the façade of
the building.

• Awnings shall be constructed with copper,
t i n ,  c a n v a s ,  a c r y l i c  o r
ultraviolet-light-resistant vinyl. Wooden
awnings shall not be permitted.

• Awnings with back-lit graphics shall not be
permitted.

• Shed awnings are considered appropriate
in the Town Centre and will be encouraged.

• Colours used in the awnings should
reinforce and complement the colours used
in the signage and on the façade as well as
on adjacent buildings. Awnings with a
single colour or a two-colour stripe are
preferred.
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5.0 DEFINITIONS
Alteration - any change or rearrangement of the exterior appearance of an existing building or
structure, such as the façade, roof, doors or windows, or any enlargement to or diminution of a
building or structure, whether horizontally or vertically. 

Architrave - the bottom band of the entablature.

Articulated façade - a façade designed to look like a series of smaller structures, which gives the
building scale and structure, through placement of windows, doors and the emphasis of other
architectural elements.

Awning - a hood or cover projecting from the wall of a building for shelter or ornamentation.

Back-lit sign - a sign or awning which uses an internal light to highlight a graphic, logo or lettering.

Balusters - the vertical supports of a handrail either on stairs, a porch or a veranda.

Barrier-free access - entrances which are designed to allow for access to persons with a physical
or sensory limitation.

Baseboards - boards used as trim at the bottom of the cladding.

Bow windows - curved, multi-pane windows which break the plane of an otherwise flat façade.

Brackets - ornamental supports at eaves, doors, windows or overhangs. 

Cladding - external covering of a structure such as shingles, clap board or siding.

Conversion - renovation of an existing residence to create additional dwelling units or the
renovation of existing building to allow for a change in use.

Corner boards - boards which are used as trim on the external corner of a wood frame structure
and against which the ends of the siding are fitted. 

Cornice - the upper band of the entablature, the projection between the roof and the top of the
exterior walls of a building.

Dentils - bands of small, rectangular, tooth-like blocks, usually along the underside of a cornice;
a characteristic ornament of classical styles. 

Design - the general appearance of the exterior of a building or structure including size, shape,
exterior surface textures, colours, decorative features, and standards of maintenance, qualities and
types of exterior material, landscaping, relationship of building or structure to its site, and other
matters related to the nature of the exterior appearance. 
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Dormer - a window placed in a sloping roof with a roof of its own.

Eave - the part of the roof which extends beyond, or overhangs, the walls.

Entablature - the section of decorative boards at the top of a wall below roof line, usually consisting
of cornice, frieze and architrave.

Façade - the exterior face of a building or structure exposed to the street.

Frieze board - the middle band of the entablature, often decorated with sculpture, between the
architrave and cornice of a building. 

Front yard - a yard extending across the full width of a lot between the front lot line and the nearest
wall of any building or structure on the lot; a "minimum" front yard means the minimum depth of a
front yard on a lot between the front lot line and the nearest main wall of any main building or
structure on the lot.

Gable - triangular upper portion of a wall at the end of a ridged roof; triangular hood over a window
or door; triangular break in an eave line.

Height - the vertical distance of a building between the established grade and,
(a) the highest point of the roof structure or the parapet, whichever is the greater, of a

flat roof;
(b) the deckline of a mansard roof; or
(c) the mean level between eaves and ridges of a gabled, hip, gambrel or other type of

pitched roof;
but shall not include any construction used as ornament or for the mechanical operation of the
building, a mechanical penthouse, chimney, tower, cupola or steeple.

Lintel - the board or trim at the top of a door or window.

Orientation - the placement of a building on a lot.

Original - an architectural element which has not been changed since the date of construction of
the building.

Overlap - the height of the exposed portion of shingles, clapboards or siding.

Parapet - a low wall or railing around the roof of a building.

Pitch - the slope of a roof.

Porch - a covered entrance to a building, usually projecting from the wall and having a separate
roof, an enclosed veranda.

Portico - a covered entrance supported by pillars or columns
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Public façade - any façade that fronts a public street including the portion of the roof which is
visible from a public street. In the case of a corner lot, both sides of the building that are visible from
the public street are considered to be public façades.

Rhythm - repetition of shapes, accents and proportions.

Sash - the frame around the glass of a window, the moving part of window that opens.

Setback - the distance between a building and the property lines.

Sill - the board or trim at the base of a door or window.

Trim - the framing around a window, door, wall or other architectural element.

Veranda - an open porch or portico, usually roofed along the outside of a building.
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APPENDIX ‘A’
Examples of Residential Architectural Styles

New England Colonial:

• steeply pitched gable or
salt box roof

• one and a half or two and
a half storeys

• central doorway with
symmetrical three or five
bay façade 

• dormers absent

Vernacular:

• steeply pitched gable
roof

• usually one and a half
storeys

• centered doorway
• ver t ica l ly  or iented

windows

Greek Revival:

• medium or steeply
pitched gable roof, with
return eaves

• gable end facing the
street

• one and a half or two and
a half storeys

• off centre doorway
• typically no dormers
• f ront  porches or

verandas common

Modified Gothic:

• steeply pitched gable
roof with ell and front
veranda

• one and a half or two and
a half storeys

• ver t ica l ly  or iented
windows
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Italianate:

• low pitched hip roof with
wide eaves supported by
brackets, and a central or
very long gallery

• usually two or three
storeys

• centered doorway
• ver t ica l ly  or iented

windows

Second Empire:

• steeply pitched mansard
roof

• usually two or three
storeys

• centered doorway,
symmetrical  three or five
bay facade

• ver t ica l ly  or iented
windows

• may have two or more
dormers, often breaking
through eave lines

Queen Anne Revival:

• steeply pitched hip roof
often with round corner
towers, gallery and
variations on Palladian
window

• usually two or more
storeys

• off center or centered
doorway

• ver t ica l ly  or iented
windows

• generally quite elaborate
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The Four Square:

• steeply pitched hip roof
with prominent cornice
and large columned
veranda or gallery

• usually two or two and a
half storeys

• ver t ica l ly  or iented
windows

• center dormers common

Sketches taken from: A Nova Scotian's Guide to Built Heritage, Architectural Styles 1604-1930,
Department of Tourism and Culture
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APPENDIX ‘B’
Examples of Commercial Architectural Elements

Proportion and Orientation

• Façades are generally 23 to 26 feet (7 to 8
metres) wide. The narrow façades and
rhythm of the buildings create an interesting
streetscape and easy walking distances
between commercial uses which adds to
the pedestrian appeal of the area.

• An articulated façade is created by using
architectural elements to break the façade
of a long building into shorter sections.

Height

• Turn of the century commercial buildings
are usually two to three storeys high.

• Generally, buildings share common height
lines. Where there is a difference in height,
other horizontal architectural elements
including secondary cornices above the
storefront create common height lines to
establish visual continuity along the
streetscape.

• The main cornice is an attractive
architectural detail at the top of the building
and often ties in design elements from other
parts of the building such as the secondary
cornice.



Town of Windsor Architectural Design Manual
Page 34

Vertical Elements

• Different types of columns, piers and other
vertical elements can connect the storefront
with the upper levels of the building.

• On larger buildings, vertical elements can
be used to create the desired articulated
façade.

Entryway

• Most often commercial buildings have a
central doorway.

• In some cases, the doorway is recessed
with angled display windows. This not only
provides more display area but also creates
shelter from the elements and an area for
the door to swing open without interfering
with pedestrian traffic. 
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Street Level Windows

• The traditional commercial building has
large display windows at street level which
connect the business to the street.

• Sometimes smaller transom windows are
above the display windows.

• These large display windows allow light into
the store area as well as providing display
areas for goods to attract passing
pedestrians and motorists.

Kick Plate or Base Panel

• Located below the display window the kick
plate or base panel can be plain or
decorative, but not glass.

• It creates a separation between the display
window and the sidewalk and brings the
display area in the window to a level which
adds visual interest to the street.
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Upper Level

• The upper levels of traditional commercial
buildings have the same or similar cladding
as the storefront section. This helps to
create visual continuity along the
streetscape.

• The upper windows are vertically oriented
and often have decorative mouldings and
sills which add visual interest. 

• Some buildings have arched windows on
the uppermost storey which create
interesting architectural details near the roof
line.

• The upper windows are of a regular shape
and size and are evenly distributed to
create visual continuity. The wall to window
ratio is usually similar among commercial
buildings along the streetscape.

Parapet

• The parapet defines the top of the building.
It may add height to a building or make a
pitched roof look like a flat roof from the
street level


